
Siguli Orphan Centre –Visit on 14th November 2015
Carole Keeley visited Siguli Orphan Centre on 14/11/2015 to deliver a training course on pesticidal plants to
local farmers.  One of the classrooms was hired for that purpose.  While there she took the opportunity to
look round the centre to identify what were the most urgent needs.

The classrooms are very basic.
The children pack together
four to a bench.  The only
teaching aid is the small
blackboard.

The smaller children often sit
on the floor which has potholes
where the concrete has
crumbled.

The children are all orphans or vulnerable children [OVCs] which means that at least one parent is dead.
The children do not sleep at the orphan centre but with relatives or neighbours who take them in when they
have no parents.  None of them can afford to pay fees of any sort although most schools in Kenya require
some payment for books, school uniforms etc.  Thus, without a centre such as Siguli, these children would
be denied education.  Currently around 100 children attend the school.  As well as education the children



receive a daily meal whenever the centre can afford to do so.  This is not always possible –on the day we
attended SGG donated money to give the children a cooked meal. Siguli Orphans are one of the groups
which are part of the orphans feeding programme. SGG is no longer able to fully support this feeding
programme as donations for this purpose have declined in recent years. We would like to find a sponsor to
take on the task of comprehensive improvement of this centre.

The children
crowded at the
door when they
spotted the
camera.  In
spite of their
warm smiles,
the children
show signs of
poor nutrition
e.g they are
small and thin
for their age
and their hair
has a ginger
tinge.

Here the
children are
lining up to
collect their
cooked meal
of maize and
beans from the
school
kitchen.  They
will return to
their
classrooms to
eat.



The kitchen is very basic and the
food very simple but this
lunchtime their stomachs will be
full of nutritious food.  We are
trying to encourage such centres
to grow some vegetables to
supplement the maize and beans.

Back in the classroom to eat their meal.



The classroom for the
oldest children had
some tables and a few
books.

This teacher and her pupils were proud to pose for a group photograph.



The first problem
that we identified
was that the
school had no
fence or boundary
between the
outdoor space
and the main
road.  The metal
sign here is at the
edge of the field
where the
children play.

This is the other side of the
sign in the previous
photograph.  On the far left
children can be seen walking
from the kitchen to the
classrooms.

The main road is currently being rebuilt as a tarmac road which means that traffic will increase in volume
and speed.  We felt it necessary to fence the school for the childrens’ safety and this has now been done with
a donation from SGG.  When we return in March we will visit to see the new fence.

The second serious problem was inadequate toilet facilities.  There is currently a block of 3 pit “long drop”
toilets shared by around 100 children and 3 teachers.  These are nearly full as the toilets are built on soil that
does not drain well particularly in the rainy season.  The sewage is now only a few inches below the opening
to the pit.



Here is the block of 3 toilets.  One is unusable
and the other two are almost full as well.

The picture on the right shows
how close to the top the waste is
in the best of the three toilets.. If
this overflows it will be a serious
health hazard to the children.
Flies can be seen on the concrete
and maggots in the sewage.

Here is the simple device rigged up to allow the children to
wash their hands after using the toilet. Hand washing reduces
the transmission of infection enormously.

We are currently trying to collect enough funds to continue the feeding programme and construct a new
toilet block.


